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A downtown Lynn facility
that provides short-term hous-
ing and medical care for home-
less people with health needs is
in danger of closing next sum-
mer because it is running out of
funds.
Since opening in early 2018,

the Recuperative Care Center,
located on the second floor of
73 Buffum St., has served more
than 150 homeless adults — 42
of whom were able to success-
fully transition to permanent
housing.
But without an infusion of

new funds the facility — a joint
program of the nonprofit agen-
cies Bridgewell and Lynn Com-
munity Health Center — will
have to cease operations at the
end of next June, according to
Christopher Tuttle, CEO of Pea-
body-based Bridgewell, which
provides varied services for
people with disabilities and
other life challenges.
“This would be a devastating

blow to the city of Lynn,” said
Tuttle, noting that the vast ma-
jority of the center’s clients are
from the city and there is no
other program in the communi-
ty offering the samemix of resi-
dential and medical assistance
to homeless people.
The Recuperative Care Cen-

ter was established with $2mil-
lion provided by North Shore
Medical Center, part of the
overall funding North Shore
committed to support commu-
nity programs because of its
closure of Lynn’s Union Hospi-
tal this year.
The grant has been used to

renovate the facility and to cov-
er the bulk of the center’s oper-
ating costs. But with its funds
dwindling, the center last
month was facing the need to
close as of Jan. 31. The pro-
gram earned a temporary re-
prieve when North Shore Medi-
cal Center agreed to a one-time
added grant of $200,000, but
Tuttle said that is only enough

to keep it going through June
30.
“I’m grateful to the medical

center for taking us off the cliff,
but we are still dangling a bit
because we don’t have perma-
nent funding,” said Tuttle, add-
ing that Bridgewell and Lynn
Community Health Center are
exploring all options to secure
that support.
The 10-bed Recuperative

Care Center is designed for
homeless individuals 18 and
over who have medical issues
but do not require hospital-lev-
el care; most have just been dis-
charged from a hospital. Many
also have mental health or sub-
stance abuse issues.
During their stays, which av-

erage 41 days, clients are cared
for by Lynn Community Health
Center nurses. Bridgewell case-
workers help them to secure
other needed services, and to
seek permanent housing. The
program is free to clients, but if
they have insurance the center
will bill the carrier.
Ronald Petty spent about

three months in the center last
year after he had outpatient
surgery to remove bunions on
his feet. He said he is grateful
for the care he received.
“They treatedmewith digni-

ty, like I was a human,” he said.
“When I was there, I started
feeling like I was somebody.”
The 65-year-old Lynn resi-

dent and one-time industrial
machine mechanic said before
he entered the program, he had
been homeless for 35 years due
to alcoholism and depression.
“I slept on the street, in the

parks, in LynnWoods, in alleys
and hallways, just trying to sur-
vive,” Petty said.
But the program has al-

lowed him to begin turning his
life around, Petty said. With the
help of staff, he found a studio
apartment in a Bridgewell-
owned affordable housing
building in Lynn. He also is
now collecting Social Security
disability payments, which he
uses in part to pay his portion
of the subsidized rent. And a
stint he did in a detox facility as
a condition of staying at the
center has enabled him to stop
drinking.
“I feel great. I appreciate

what the center did forme,” Pet-
ty said. “I can’t mess up because
they did me justice. I don’t
want to blow it.”
Tuttle said the fact that the

center has enabled 42 people to
find permanent housing “is a
testament to the impact of the
program and to the efforts of
everyone who works in it and
those who come through it. We
need to find a permanent solu-
tion to keep it open.”

John Laidler can be reached at
laidler@globe.com.
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Cheryl Southern (right), an RCC case manager, sits with
Ron Petty, who resided at the Recuperative Care Center.

all the donations,” said Caroline
Payne, student coordinator for
the food drive, which will bene-
fit The Open Door, a food pan-
try in Gloucester. “We had
enough to fillmy car, whichwas
great. I’ve participated in food
drives my whole life, but this
was my first opportunity to
plan onemyself.”
For Susan Dorson, program

manager for Arlington EATS,
social distancing requirements
mean that she has to manage
operations with far less man-
power. “Our normal Thanksgiv-
ing drive required upwards of
40 people to deal with all of the
incoming donations, but our
limit of 12 people working at a
time makes that impossible,”
she said.
Spreading out the bounty is

one way to counteract that
problem; Dorson would like to
see groups bring in donations
throughout the fall and winter,
not just in the week leading up
to Thanksgiving. Although Ar-
lington EATS will have oppor-
tunities for clients to come pick
out their own groceries, thema-
jority of distribution this year
will happen through preassem-
bled grocery bags delivered by
Dorson’s team.
In Boxborough, the Price

family is putting an academic
spin on its Thanksgiving out-
reach this year. Eight-year-old
twins Sophia and Julian are do-
ing virtual learning through
their public school, but their
mother, Kelley, is augmenting
their online curriculum with
some specially tailored lessons
geared toward Thanksgiving.
After she led them on a leaf-

collecting walk and taught
them about the kinds of trees
the leaves came from, the twins
made greeting cards using their
leaves.
But the lessons didn’t stop

there.
“We applied math to calcu-

late how many pieces of paper
we’d need if four cards fit on
one sheet of paper,” Price said.
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“We practiced estimation, by
guessing how many cards
they’d made so far based on the
size of the pile. And perhaps
most importantly, we talked
about why nursing homes don’t
have many outside visitors, and
how we as individuals can
make a difference in a person’s
day.”
The cards the Prices crafted

will be distributed to the resi-
dents of a local nursing home.
Carrie Wu of North Andover

discovered just a year ago that
running a fund-raising road
race is a great way to give back
to her community. Last year she
joined the Merrimack Valley
Striders to complete the Feaster

Five, an annual 5-mile road
race that raises money for sev-
eral local causes. This year, the
race is virtual, but Wu, who is a
volunteer organizer for the
event as well as a participant, is
no less intent on doing her part.
“Running on your own is not

the same as joining a race,” she
said. “People want the crowds,
the audience, the competition.
This year we’ve had to change
that, but our goal is still to cre-
ate an experience. By running a
virtual race you can connect
with friends and family even if
you’re distant, and you can
even connect with the other
racers via social media.”
Wu admitted that there are

personal benefits as well as
charitable reasons to run the
race. “With everything going
on, it’s nice to be physically fit
and mentally stable,” she said.
“Running makes me feel like I
have something I can control,
which is an especially good feel-
ing this year.”

Nancy ShohetWest can be
reached at
nancyswest@gmail.com.

A Thanksgiving like no other
still embraces help for the needy
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Endicott College student
Caroline Payne picks up a
bag of donated food.
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Member FDIC | Member DIF Salem Five Bank products are insured through FDIC and DIF.
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We’re ready for you
with the technology
and know-how to help
you manage what’s
in front of you today,
while you build
for tomorrow.

We offer knowledgeable and helpful service, and always have a live representative
available to answer your calls during business hours.
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Get on the list now for fence work in 2021!
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Experienced • Service • Value • Free Estimates
Over 30,000 satisfied customers • 1-800-585-7753

Serving all of Essex County
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